TABLE 2-1

Advantages and Disadvantages

of Federalism

Advantages

Disadvantages

Allows for flexibility among
state laws and institutions.

Increases complexity and
confusion.

Reduces conflict because
states can accommodate
citizens’ interests.

Sometimes increases
conflict when jurisdictional
lines are unclear.

Allows for experimentation
at the state level.

Duplicates efforts and
reduces accountability.

Enables the achievement
of national goals.

Makes coordination
difficult.

Creates inequality in
services and policy.




